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December 19, 2017 E-News 

Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

 

REMINDER:  Friday is an early dismissal day at 12:45 pm. 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

We have 12 days left in the calendar year.  It is always amazing to me that the years go 

by so quickly as we grow up - I still remember Y2K like it was yesterday:)  As I visit 

classes and look around the building, it seems like only five minutes ago we were 

taking first day of school photos with Leo the Leopard and greeting parents at back to 

school night.  In reality, we have spent 69 school days together so far (thank you to our 

KRoss students for keeping count!) and this time has been well spent.   

 

While each child is growing taller and stronger in their academic skills, they are most 

importantly growing UP.  They are learning how to advocate for themselves and stand 

up for their friends. They are developing their ability to retell a story with important 

details and how to tune out distractions.  Over time they are becoming more 

responsible (remember those trumpets on instrumental days, throw the lunch bags in 

the backpacks before you leave) and learning that being accountable for one's actions 



is an important part of life.  Each up and down contributes to the development of 

these life skills; there is no learning without challenge.  It is always a treat to watch 

Somerville teachers develop the environment that allows for both academic learning 

alongside social-emotional growth.  Likewise, it is a privilege to work alongside 

Somerville parents as we navigate new challenges and age-old growing pains.   

 

This week we have had the pleasure of a visiting Poet-In-Residence sponsored by our 

HSA.  Mr. Solomon Dixon is here for three days which will culminate in a poetry slam on 

Wednesday afternoon.  The students have enjoyed working with a REAL, LIVE 

POET!  He has stretched their minds and pushed them to think in different 

ways.  Personally, my conversations with Mr. Dixon have been very rich and 

interesting.  Most notably, he is taken with our school!  He commented on the 

outstanding vocabulary of our students, their engagement with writing and language, 

and the excellent behavior in each and every classroom.  Additionally, he remarked 

upon the family atmosphere among the students and teachers, but also with parents 

coming in to volunteer, folks chatting with the office staff when signing students in or 

out, and the camaraderie at drop-off.  In his words, "I have been at over 50 schools and 

this is a very special place."   

 

Somerville is a special place.  Thank you for the part you play in making it so 

wonderful.  Have a lovely vacation and a Happy New Year.  Let's hope 2018 is a year of 

peace and joy for all of us - at Somerville, in Ridgewood and all around the world. 

 

Fondly, 

Dr. Oates 

 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM VILLAGE FRESH 

Village Fresh January Lunch Ordering Open 

 

January lunch menus are available online.   

 

NOW!! We are proudly piloting ORGANIC meals on Wednesdays,Thursdays & 

Fridays 

 



Please visit VillageFreshOrders.com to place an order by credit card  

no later than 8:00 AM the same day.   

All orders will automatically generate a confirmation e-mail.  

 

Dear Parents, 

We are very excited to announce the new and improved website for online 

ordering! 

You asked, we listened – when you order lunch for your child,  

you can now create an account and store your student information.   

Each student’s Name, School, Grade, and Teacher will be on file, along with your 

billing address, for a faster checkout experience.   

Not sure if you placed an order?   

Not to worry, once you create an account, you will be able to log in to view your 

order history. 

The new home page is now also mobile-device friendly! 

 

Pomptonian is pleased to be Ridgewood’s food service provider, and we 

appreciate your comments and suggestions.  You can reach us at 

villagefresh@ridgewood.k12.nj.us 

 

HSA E-NEWS  

FROM THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION   

A reminder about car drop-off from Safety Chairs Stephanie Moskowitz and Linda 
McPadden:  

EXPRESS MORNING DROP-OFF line at Somerville is STOP, DROP and GO ONLY!! If 
you choose to walk your child to their designated door, this line is NOT for you - please 
park across the street in front of Kenilworth field in the cutout or by the tennis courts. 
Parking down by Wilkes, parking on Spring Ave or Kenilworth St.  

RULES: 1) Pull up as far as you can to the car in front of you. If you’re the first car pull up 

to the first cone. Please don’t drop by the K door and leave space in front of you. 

2.) Have your kids get their backpacks and belongings in hand or near as you are getting 

close to stopping. Say your goodbyes now! XO 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LoohwfIU0fR2PYomz9fgDg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRcGpR0P0QhaHR0cDovL3d3dy5WaWxsYWdlRnJlc2hPcmRlcnMuY29tVwdzY2hvb2xtWAQAAAAAQgoAAfRgOVr7KBEu
mailto:villagefresh@ridgewood.k12.nj.us


3.) Have your kids exit the car and close the door on their own.  

4.) Driver: please do not exit your cars on this lane. Have kids practice opening and 

closing the door at home. If your kids are not ready to exit your vehicle, please loop 

around and get on the end of the line if you need to. Please try not to hold up the line. 

5.) When the car in front of you is leaving, once your kids have safely exited your car, 

you’re next – no waiting – do not turn your car off. 

6.) Do not park your car anywhere from Spring Ave. to Ridgewood Ave. on the school 

side. However, you CAN park across the street facing Spring Ave. 

Absolutely NO K-turns or U-turns permitted anywhere in front of the school between 

Spring Ave and Ridgewood Ave. They are illegal and dangerous! 

7.) If you park your car across the street, please do not jaywalk, especially in front of this 

drop-off lane. Use the crosswalk with the crossing guard. Jaywalking messes up the drop 

off line and puts you and kids in dange.  It is also a NJ state law. 

8.) Please remind your kids not to jaywalk when taking a trip to Wilkes. Last year we saw 

many kids dart out from in-between parked cars crossing the street to get back to school 

without using the crosswalk. 

The HARLEM WIZARDS will be performing at the Ridgewood High School gym on 

January 26th! They will play against Ridgewood’s finest teachers and school 

administrators, including Dr. Oates! This is a super-popular annual event that sells out 

quickly. Ticket sales open on January 2nd at 8:00 p.m. First-come first-served! The 

tickets ($15) are sold online only. Look for an e-mail from the district on January 2nd, or 

this link will be activated at that time: https://www.harlemwizards.com/schedule-tickets/. 

Would you like to volunteer for the Harlem Wizards basketball game on January 26th? 
There are three slots available for Somerville volunteers. Volunteers do not need to 
purchase a ticket to the event and will receive a "volunteer" lanyard for 
entry.  Guests/family members of volunteers have to pay for tickets, however. Please e-
mail me at somervilleschoolhsa@gmail.com if you’re interested. 

GROCERY CARDS for cash or check this Thursday at 3:00! Look for Claudia Fortunato 
in the lime-green vest in front of the school! Can’t make it? You can call or text Claudia 
and arrange to pick them up at her house instead: (201) 403-3051.  

https://www.harlemwizards.com/schedule-tickets/
mailto:somervilleschoolhsa@gmail.com


Our traditional envelope-in-the-backpack system, remains another way to participate in 
this important fundraiser… Use grocery cards to pay at Stop n Shop, Kings and Shop-
Rite. 

Enjoy your vacation! 

Alexa Wagschal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


